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KEY FINDINGS FROM THE SHADOW REPORT ON SECTOR
WORKING GROUP ON AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

RELEVANT SECTOR POLICIES
In 2020, the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water
Economy worked on several draft-documents in the sectors of
agriculture and rural development. The Draft National Strategy
for Agriculture and Rural Development 2021-2027 was
finalized in December 2020 and was presented to the
government in January 2021. 2020 activities also included
initiation of the procedure for amending the Law on Agriculture
and Rural Development, which regulates application procedure
for the direct payments programme in agriculture,
administrative procedure for the Single Register of Agricultural
Holdings and the Land Parcel Identification System, as well as
agricultural cooperatives.
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SWG AGRICULTURE AND RURAL
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SWG CHAIR: Minister of Agriculture,
Forestry and Water Economy

NUMBER OF MEETINGS HELD IN 2020: 2
operational meetings, 8.6.2020 и 7.10.2020

NUMBER OF SWG MEMBERS: 23, state
institutions x 20 members, civil society
organizations x 3 members

FORMED: 2015

The ministry worked on IPA 3 programming, with the most relevant document concerning sustainable and
specific economy for rural development. This action document should contribute to improved and sustainable
competitiveness, under Window 4, thematic priority 2: private sector development, trade, research and
innovation, and thematic priority 3: agriculture and rural development.
As part of the technical cooperation and with FAO aid, six programmes are implemented, including support for
privatization of agricultural land and support for integrated community development. North Macedonia
participates in six regional programmes supported by FAO and three programmes financed by other donors, but
implemented by FAO.



SWG membership is precisely defined, but
operation of this sector group is subject to
application of general, draft rules of procedure.

No plenary sessions were held in 2020;

CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATIONSWG FUNCTIONALITY

E-mail communication problems with one CSO
prevented proper cooperation.

3 civil society organizations participate in SWG,
with membership status.
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CSO CAPACITY

Given the poor dynamics in terms of SWG meetings,
as well as minimum communication among SWG
members beyond sector group meetings, one cannot
talk about effective civil society participation.

Issues discussed are very technical and the ministry
is doubtful that CSOs can make meaningful
contribution.

EFFECTS FROM SWG WORK

Agenda: action fiches and strategic responses for
IPA 3.

Two operational meetings were organized to which
civil society representatives who are SWG members
were not invited.

WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE:

Clearly define the role, tasks, and recruitment procedures for civil society representatives within SWG.

Create annual working plan in the first quarter of the year.

Revise drafts of IPA 3 strategic documents.

SWG members are regularly invited to meetings,
when they are held.
Minutes from SWG meetings are kept in
predetermined form and content and are sent to
participants.

During 2020, the ministry in general cooperated
closely with CSOs and expert and academic
communities, but through other programmes.

Sufficient time is allowed for civil society
representatives to get involved by presenting
opinions and recommendations at SWG meetings.

Information on SWG work is not available on
MAFWE’s website.

Civil society representatives are not encouraged to
suggest agenda items, i.e. there is no two-way
communication on topics to be discussed at SWG
meetings.

Civil society representatives do not receive
feedback whether their suggestions and comments
are taken into account.

Publish SWG activities on MAFWE’s website.


